
Commemorative Speech Sample: TRIBUTE TO PAUL

Introduction

Attention-Getting Device

He was determined to stop the followers of Jesus, even if it that meant taking their life, as in the case of Stephen.  He was going to Damascus next with a clear goal – find the followers of Jesus so they could be punished.  But this trip did not go as planned.

Without going into the details of what happened on the road to Damascus, he became what he so despised – a follower of Jesus, but not only a follower, among the greatest of followers, which made him the greatest of leaders.  I am talking about the man named Saul, who would eventually change his name to Paul, the apostle Paul.

Thesis Statement

As a leader of the followers of Jesus, Paul lived his life in a manner I can respect.

Preview

Paul’s life is worthy of my respect for three reasons: 1) his actions agreed with his beliefs; 2) he endured severe hardship joyfully; and 3) he denied himself the rights due him out of consideration for other people.

Body

I.
Paul lived his life in accordance with his beliefs.

First, Paul’s actions agreed with his beliefs.  He knew from the very beginning what he was called to do, which was to tell others about his Lord.  Even while he was still in Damascus, some people conspired to take his life, but he found out about their plans and safely escaped (Acts 9:23-25).  He truly had become what he had hated so much before.  And thus began Paul’s life as a follower of Jesus.  I can respect a man whose life and beliefs agree with each other.  I can respect Paul.

II.
Paul endured severe hardship joyfully (2 Cor. 11:24-29).

A. Paul suffered.

Next, Paul endured extreme hardship joyfully.  He was severely whipped five times.  Three times he was beaten with rods.  One time he was stoned.  Three times he was shipwrecked, even spending a night and day in the open sea.  He knew hunger and thirst and had often gone without sleep.  He knew what it was to be cold and naked.  And besides all this, he faced daily the pressure of his concern for the all churches.  Obviously, Paul was a man familiar with suffering.  I can respect a man willing to suffer for his beliefs.  I can respect Paul.

B.
Paul was joyful.

Paul suffered more than I ever will, yet he was a happy and joyful man.  In one letter, he wrote, “Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!” (Phil. 4:4)  Paul, who suffered so much for what he believed, was telling people to always rejoice; to always be joyful; to always be happy.  One time when he and a friend were in prison, they sang hymns to their Lord (Acts 16:25).  Indeed, Paul was a happy man, even in difficult circumstances.  Consequently, Paul’s example challenges me to endure the hardships in my life more joyfully.  I can respect a man who is such an example.  I can respect Paul.

III.
Paul did not exercise his rights.

Finally, we hear a lot about people’s rights today.  Paul had rights as an apostle and it was well within those rights to have the churches he visited support his needs.  However, Paul did not want to be a burden to them.  To the people of one city he said, “We were not idle when we were with you, nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it.  On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you.” (2 Thess. 3:7,8)  I can respect a man who denies himself his rights out of consideration for other people.  I can respect Paul.
Conclusion:
In conclusion, I can respect a man whose life and beliefs agree with each other.  I can respect a man who endures hardship joyfully, for he removes any excuses I may have.  I can respect a man who denies himself the rights due him out of consideration of other people.  I can respect a man like that.  I can respect Paul.

